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to an earneſt- erquiry after, and continued waiting for 
the «fuſions of the Spirit, unto a communication and 
increaſe of Righteouſneſs: That Faith, Holineſs and 3 
Obedience may yet abound among us, and | bei 

deineſs become a fruitful field, __ 
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lai,” 44. 3 rel will pour water upon bi tbat is thirfty, and 
flooda upon the dry ground: I will p.ur 3 thy ſeed 522 you 
and my bliſſint ufon thine off-ſpring, 4. ſhall ſpring — 
wp as among the graſi, 4s will;ws by the va: courſe la 

Pſal 85.19. Turo as ain Lird God of * 53 and cavſe 
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SAASAASSAASSAGAADED ene ry 
Chriftian Reader; | 95 | 


T is an Olſeryat.os certain and ſolemn, that Iſraels Holy ovie 
it n ont in a peculiar une to bare mi,? againſ} the wan- 
tonnes lid fins of bin Covenant people, that bave been ſingue 

N larly favoured aud priviledged by bim, Amos 3. 2. You only. 

bave I knowa of all the Families of the Earth, therefore I will pun'ſh 

ycu ſer all your iri4uities: The diſobedient, regaraleſs bebayiour of bis 

Sons and Daughters carrieib anexceſy of provocation, Deut. 32.19- 

When the Lord ſaw it he abhorred them, becauſe of the proyok ug of 

bis Sons ard of his Daughter: In bat awful and tremend;us m, 

t he Lo:ds anger bath been of late in ſpecia/, made to appear againſt bis 

wilderne/s people, 11 not ſoon or eafily to be forgotten: ſuch an «Adverſary 

( the worſt of the Heathen, Ezek.7.24. brujgiſÞ meu, and tkilſul to de- 

troy, Ezck.2 1-31.) ſlhred up 77＋ be ſword gone tbrougb (be, 


land, and thereby wait ng and terror, tion and death, carriad up» 
and down : bow have the mighty fallen, and flame abounded unto 
4 fearful conſumption in the midſt of the earth? Tus Inthutitants of ſo 
many Villages made to ceaſe even in liracl, and ſome Candieſtick: alſo re- 
| moved out of ibeir place. Alas for the vineyard that bu own rig bt band 

' bach planted, bow kgtb be taken away the hedges thereof; at the Boar o 
cf the wiod ſhi uld waſte, ana the wilde Beaſti of the eſt devour it: 
w: v. ten delivered tothe Su d, (p ivity and Spo That the Lord 
is righ eerus in al bis wayes, d boly in a bit works, is a truth always 
to be acłk o ge d, however terrib:d be is in di penſati. os towards the ſons & 
of men. Sins more then enough have been found with ws to deſerve al \ | 
our ſufferings , that ne fi» no more leaft a worſe thing come to us is ts 
duty incumbent, and earneftly now called for: kowever ready the Lord 
our God ( whoſe compaſſions fail not ) bath ſhewn bimſelf, in wrath to te- ; 
member mercy, end repent him of the evil, yt will our tmpiniency (if f 
ſtil continu. d) without fail make bim weary of repentng: Sin not for ſa · 4 
ken, we may expect, will be followed with a rene wal and increefſt of judge 
ment, for all this bis anger it not turned away, but bi; hand ſtretched out | 
Rid, for the people tu neth not to him that ſmiteth them, &. Iſai. . 

12, 1 3. Hs bath furt ber, ſorer puniſhments to in flift ov a'ptojle, ttar by 4 
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N prog reſi in fin carry on the provocation, Ley 26.16. Ce. fer certain our | 
ſ-ff- rings will be greatned if our ſins be not leſſened, th: former will riſe un- 1 q 
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To the Reader, 


p wilt n * nor is it mect they ſhould) be accepted without the infils 
Spirit and l. fe of com ver ſiua. Its laid to Judahs charge, as no. litrie 
evil, that Ch: tuned not with her whole heart, but feigacdly, 7er. 3. 10 
when heart circumciſion become: generally wanting among a profeſſing 
people, they may look for woe, Jer. g. 25,26. And yet not bing leſs ben 
an aimighty power can perform the thing that is netdful for us beriin : 
means bay: not been waning hat could have been done more) word 
and wrk , Law and Goſpel, MHereiet and fuigements abundantly im · 


prove, to bow luttle purpoſe aud prevalencs, with many, v'ry many, the 
' obſerving eye may lawfully diſ. ov : our help and bope is in heav.n; teart- 


ſo.ng tbuher for bu: ſa vation ir eminently the work before ui: and therein 
So'omons great requeiFin bebalf of the congreg ation of Iſrael is exceed- 
ingly ſui ed to our condition, 1 King. 8. 57, 58: The Lord our God be 
with us, a he was wiib our Fathers, let him not lezve u: nor ſorſa ke u, 
tha: te may ſacliae out hearts vato him, to walk in all bis wayes, aud 
to k:ep his commandments and bis ſtatutes, and his juJgements which 
he comman qed our Fathers: proteGion all would ba ve but cos ter ſi un we 
muſt want, may this be New-Englanis mer:y w. ſhall live ; rhe beart- 
inc lining preſence of the God of var Fatber: granted and continu. d to ut: 
bis Spirit powred out on the ſeed of bis people, and bis bleſſing upon their off 
ſpring, that as we are (through grace) th: ſeed of the bleſſed of the Lord, 
we way alſo be a ſeed which the Lord bath bleſſed; Thy i of all the mer- 
Cies we want, the moſt needful w:ifbty and deſirable, and accordingly with 
utmoſt care, fear and faitbfuineſs to be groaned aſter and waiud for. 

To awaken, excite and encourage to this ſoneceſſary a work, is 


* the deſigne of the Treatiſe following: the ſolemnity of the truth it 


ſelf therein inſiſted on, out concerument in it, with its pecaliar ſes ſoni- 
bleneſs give it abundant commendation, The judicious Author was 
by a compaſſionate hand towards uz, pointed to this Subject, and with 
a7 eminent aſſiſtance (ſome circumſtances attending him, in ſpecial 
conſidered ) carried out in the handling of it, to the great ſatisfaction 
of them that heard him That it may be not acceptable only but 
ſanctiſied and made effectuallj ſucceſsful to the attaioment of the end 
therein aimed at, by a bleſſing from heaven, powerſu'ly accompanying 
it to the minJs and hearts of them that reade it ( as it is here, alter ſome 
cpaſi ſerable throws of difficulty, delivered to a more publick view) is 


the hearts deũte and prayer of him, who is 


Thiac ſiacerely in our bleſſed Saviour, 
John whiting, 
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HOSEA 10. 132. 


For it is time to ſeek Fehovab until he come 
and rain righteouſneſs upon you. 


N tbe Words foregoing, the Prophet giveth IP acl a | 
p pF diſcovery of the gacomfortable teatms vo which they \ 
a 5 » ſtood at this time with God: they had been diſobe- 

SOIL dient, 8nd u icutiſul in their behaviour, as appcareth 

in the 1, 2, 3, 45 and tb verſes he was grieved and ang:y with 
them, as in the tenth C It ;; in my be art to cbaſti/e them. 

The way by which he was minded to do this was the [nrede of 

the Heathen [An the People ſhall be gathered ag aint them. ] | 

Tbe God of 1iſ-arlis the Lord of Hoſts, H: doth according to | 
bis will in the Army of Heaven, and amon3 the lahabitants of the 
Earth. He biffcth for the flies that is in the utmoſt parts of the 

Rivers of Egypt, and for the Bee that ij in the land of Aſyria, 
and m2keth them to reſt in the place where be appointeth, /,. 
7. 29, 1%. it became Iſrasl therefore when they ſaw the Nations 
gathering agaioft them, to eye God whoin his anger had muſter. 
ed and gi ven them a charge ſo to do. The A rian is the rod of 
bis auger, and the ſtaffe in their hand is his indignation, they 
move not till he ſendeth, they mak: no ſpoile until he giveth the 
word of command, 2 King. 24 2,3. And the Lord ſent ag ain ſt 
im bands of the Caldeet, and bands of tht Syrians, ad bands of 
the Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and | ut them 

ag ainſt judab todeftroyit, Surely at the commanJm:nt, of ite - 

Lord came this upon Pudab. . 
A 3, The: . 
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| (2) 
The Prophet addeth I When they ſhall binds tbem in their two 
furrogs ] here Interpreters are variouſly minded: ſome take the 
words to fignific the ground, and ſome, the event of the enſuing 

Wear; thoſe that incline to the former, conceive the Prophet to 
compare the pcople tountamed Bu'locks, impatient of the yoke, 

and diſuſed to plow, that will not keep the furrow, but turn, now 
on the right hand, and then on the left; ſo this peop'e, inſtead of 
goiog right ſorward in the way of truth, which is but one halted 

bet wixt two, balked in their obedience, ac d per vetted their way: 

their heart was divided, as inthe ſecond vei ſe of this chapter, they 

were crooked in their doings, and fix-d iu their frowardocis,t here- 
fore God was purpoſed to cbaſtife them. wide Z ance. in locum. 
Others carry the words to denote the iſſue of the War, which 
was like to be ſad on I/rarls part; for tough they did unite and 
binde themſelves with utmolt reſolu ion, to abide in their trevehes 
or furrows, for their own defence. yet à l in vain, Grds counſel 
ſhould Rand, and the Heachen i-2ying a charge from him would 
certainly tread them do an So Cala, Their Enemics p.evailicig 
againſt them, would cato. ce th -m to miſeta le bondage ans ſla- 
very, mak ug them dru ige like Oxen ai pluugh. 80 Mercer. 

But why will God do thus by i:15 pcople? It is anſwered { Ephraim 
45 @ Heifer that ir taug bt, an 4 l. veth to tr- ad out the Corn] In 
thoſe times they were wont to tread wut the Corn with the tramp- 

ling of beaſts: and God bad command d concerning tbe oxe, 

while improved in that ſervice, that he ſhould not be muzzled: 
this was pleaſanter work then plowing: and this Ephraim was 

for, a cheap Religion pleaſcd him. They were grown ſenſual, 

1:ggiſh, remiſs and wanton in their Profeſſion, ; Kin. 12 26,27, 

21. Jeroboam ſaid in bi- beari, now ſball che kingdome return to the 

bouſe of David, if this people go wo to do ſacriſice m the touſe of the 

Lord at feruſales :; whereupon ve took cour ſel and ſaid unto them, 

It is too much for you to go up to Jeruſalem, Betold thy Gods O 1f- 

ral, Iftbey might pick and chaſe among Gods Preceprs, take 

and lcave as they lifted, well and good: bur to be at ſo much paios 
as a converſation commeaſurate co all Gods commands required +» 

\ they could hot dear. Thus Plaranb Fbe Lord be ſo with you a1 A 4 
will let you go, Exod. 10. 10. I will order the matter, and let Jeho- 

vah comply and take up with what I ſhall ſce cauſe to appoint; 

Bur God ceſiſteth the proud. Ec | 
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It followeth therefore [ But I paſſed over upon ber fair neck, ] 
God bad dealt bounti'ully with Jſracl, mide him ride on the high 
places of the Earth, that he might eat the increaſe! of the field, 
and he wat grown fat, Det. 32. 1 5, 14. but they atuſed his kind - 
neſs, wax:d proud and unruly, and would ſerve no farther then 
woul+ſcrve their own, turn, makiog their own pleaſure not Gods 
the rule of their obedience: wherefore God had already paſl:d, 
over their ncck, laid afflictions upon them, and had made their 
glory tl eo, and the fatneſs of their fl. lean, if thereby they 
wight t aye been tam?d and reduced unto a thorough ſubjection 
to bis will: but this did not do; wherefore he adde th ¶ I wil 
make Ephraim to rid. ] inaſmuch as ſe ſſet cbaſtiſements did not 
avail, God threatu th to deal more roughly with them, wich a 
ſtronger hand, violently to break in upon them, and fend them in- 
to Captivity. Sothe word C Ride] ſometimes importeth, 7b 
30. 21,22. With by ſroag hand t bon oppoſeſt thy ſelf :gamſt me, 
thou | fteſt me up to the wind, thou cauſeſt vc to ride, ana 41 ſſolveſt 

' my ſubJance. Judah ſhall pl'oug*, and Jacob ſhall break his clods 
thc reſt who went not into captivity ſnauld lee a grear deal of 
hardſhip and aba e nent, thiugn not ſo mach as thole that rede 

and were ſcattered amor g t e nations. | 

Upon thisint'exath veiſe, He exhorteth them unto reforma- 
tion and amendment of their wayes ¶ Some to your ſelp:3 in rig bte- 
ouſneſs ] that their reformation might be ſound, and ſuch as 
would hold, he counſelleth to bottome it on repentance, [ Break, - 
up your fallow ground | whatever men may pretend at preſent, «cr 
promiſe for the ſuture, unlels they repent, avd ſorrow after a 
godly ſort for (in paſt, their reforma:ivn proveth like ſeed ſcat- 
tered on Land that never was brok:n up, Which cometh to no- 
thiog io the iſſue. 

Reaz in mercy] Though their Repentance and Refotmatien 
could merit nothing + yet if they would ſowe in righteouſneſs, , 
and break up their fallow ground, Movrn atight for fins — 
thoroagh the forbearance of God, and amend their doings: then 
they ſhonld reap a bleſſing and ioherit proſperity, through the 

' broignity and kindneſs of God: denoting that they muſt be be- 
holding to mercy when they had done all they could, Epheſ. 2.8. 
By Grace ye are ſaved thorcugh Faith, and that not of your 
ſelves, it iʒ the giſt of God. So we ate come to the Tex. 


the 


(4) ck 

For it js time to ſeck the Lord till be come and rain righteouſneſs 

von y0u.. lawhich words the Prophet ampliſi eth on his former 
Exbortation, partly directing in it, and patty exhorting to it. 

1. He dire cteth in it, Sceł ye Jebovab; ſet not about this great 
wotk of Reformation in your own ſtrength. Take God along 
with you, ingage him init; your plowing and ſowing will ſig- 
nific nothing unleſs he rain down a bleſſing cn ycut endeavouts. 

2. He exciteth to it, and enccurageth in ir, It is true, that the 
way of man is not in himſelf, neither is it in him ibat walketh to 
direct his owa ſteps, Tou ean do nothiog without him, but be 
can do all for you. Althougb judgement riſcth not out of the duſt 
nor doth rightecuſneſs ſpring out of the ground, yet he that ri- 
deth in his excellency on the sky can tain it down, Iſai. 45. 1. 
Drop doan ys beaven: from above, ana let tbe Rios pour domn righ- 
teouſuoſi, lit the Earth open, and let them bring fortb ſalvation, and 
let rigbic anſuoſi ſpring uptogetber, I the Lord creates it. He can dy 
the power of his ſpirit mightily change; when that is poured out 
from on high, Judgement ſhal dwell in the wilderneſs, and righte- 
ovſucſt remain in the fruitful ficld, Iſai. 32. 15,16. Therefore in 
the lenſe of our own nethfngneſs, and believing Gods power and 


grace: itbecom:th us ſuitably to apply our ſclyes unto him, S0 


much for the ſcope of the words: More patticulatly for their 
meaning. | 

For it is time] The ſcaſon calleth hard: If the Husband-man 

loſeth his ſeaſon, he loſetb all, now is ycur opporiunity; you are 
chaſtened but not deſtroyed, you have a breathing time yet left: 
two things ſeem to be implyed in it. 1. Mattet of encourage- 
ment, there was yet hope in ac / concetuing this thing, in as 
much as God was willing to be intreated for their help, cacrefore 
let them be eacouraged: it was not altogether too late. 2. Mat- 
ter of awakeniog ; le was high time to look about them, no allow- 
ance left for ſloth or ſecurity : vow is the accepiable tims, now 
is the day of ſalvation; to day if ye will bear his voice barden not 
eur bearts, 

Toſech {cboys+] Seeking is the uſe of met enlcayours to 
fiade, Mat.7.7. Alk and it ſhallbegivenyou,ſerkardye (ail finds 
Prov 8 34,35. Bleſſed is the man that brarerb me, wait ine a: tbe 
poitiggf my doars, fur whoſo fiadeth me findeth life, So that when 
t ſaith, it itim: co ſeek, the Lora, the meaning is, that it is 

time 
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time to wait on God in the uſe of all fuitable means until he 
come] He is the moſt gloricus agent, none can do like God, He 
[ Performatb ] all things for me, Pſal, 57-2. you may ſpeak fair, 
reſolye and promiſe much, when under the dint of ſome ſigna l 
frovidence, ler 2.20. Thou ſaidft, I will not tranſgreſs, when up- 
on every high hill, and aader every green Tree, thou wanderett, 
playing the Harlot. Others may wiſh you well ſtrive and la- 
deut for your betterment, and yet righteouſneſs not be wroughc, 
Ho. 1 1.7. They called them to the moſt high, but none at all 
would exilt him: but if Jehovah come, he will make work with 
you, he will do the thing. 

Kaine) This implieth, that in Jehovah our tightt ouſaeſs there 
dwelleth all fulneſs. He hath atundance of righteouſneſs with 
him, and be can ſhed it forth upon us abundantly, Tit. 5,6. ac- 
cording to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abundunt · 
ly, through Jefus Chriſt our Lord. 

Righteo«ſaeſs) This in Scripture Phraſe ſiguifieth vatioaſly, 
ſometimes it is put for commutative juſtice, or ſtrict, honeſt 
dealiog, as oppoſed to goodneſs, Rom. 5.7. ſcarcely for a righteous 


man Will ove die, peradventure, for a good man ſome would even 


dare to die: Sometimes it importeth conformity to the ſecood 
Table, eſpecially when joyded with, and yet diſtinguiſhed from 
holineſs, Luk. 1 75. That we might ſerve him without fear in ho- 
line ſs and t ighte cuſneſi before him ail the dayes of cur life. 
Sometimes it is put more largely, and fignifieth the ſame with 
Godlineſs, implying a heart and life evangellica ly conformable 
to Gods holy Law, Luk, . & and they were both righteous be- 
fore God, walking in all the Commandments and Ordinances of 
the Lord blameleſs: Thus it familiarly paſſeth when put in opp 0- 
ſition to wickedneſs, and iniquity, Pſa). 4 5.7. Tlou loveſ} r1gb» 
reouſneſs, and bateſt ic kane u, Pſal. 1 5. The Loid trieth the 
v ightecus, but the wicked his ſoul hateth. This ſence ſcemeth 10 
ſuit hee, as oppoſed to wickedneſs and iniquity in the words im. 
mediately following, yt have plan bed wictedneſi, ye bave reaped 
iniquity, ver. 13. 

On you] The poſterity of rigbtecus Atrabarr, I/aac, and la- 
Cob, the Lords portion, the lot of his inheritance, leaſt ycu dege- 


netate into the x lant of a firange vine, and be laid waſt at laſt. 
B The 
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$ | | (6) 
| The ſeri es therefore of the words runacth thas, you bave- 
fide and God hath affi:ted-you [ Hs btb paſſed over j cr neck 
oteover you are ſtill turea tned | It 55 ia bis dau- $0 cbaſtiſe you 
—— ate not deſtroyed; be hath not ſtitred up all his anger, 
. ve yet a ſpace to conſider your ſelves and recover your 
d ength : ao therefore it is time to ſeck-Jcetovab; O that the 
: Heaveas would naw drop down from above, and that the skics. 
1 _ would paurdowa rightcouſneſs: that which you need, and 
without which the land is deſolate, is the rain of Gods power. The 
"RM effuſion of bis holy ſpirit, to accampeny and jafluence word and 
Is ordinances, ptovidencet, mercies and affluctions uno righteoal- 
neſs. ID may be a repzating, ceformed, religious, buly. 
is 


xz. That you may caſt out the love of all knows (in,ceoouace 


3 | evnfidence in your own rightcoulaes and frongeh, and be righ- 
_ teous by faith, having the merits of Chrifts actiye and paſſive o- 
A bediencc imputed to you, by the efficacy of the infiaitc grace of 


| Godin the n:w.covenant, Kon. 4. 6. bil. .. 
8 a. That you may be iaherratly righteous, putting off the old 


* © 3 Hu man which is corcapt, and put on the new, which is created after 
WW God ia tighteouſut ſs and true holineſs, Yb. 4.2 4. that the very 5 
A God of peace may ſaactiſi you — 1 Theſſ 5 23. 

3. That you may be p:«Rically righteous, degyiog all un- 


godliacſs and worldly luſts, living ſobei ly, godly and rightcoouſle, 
in this preſcat world; purging your ſelves from all filehineis of 


1 
of 8 meaded to us in the Tex, $* | 

| be words thus opened afford us this DoCtrinal Concluſion: 
51 © Doi. en « finful People bose been chaſtened, and are ; 


Hill threatned, but nat deſtropca, it is time for tbem to [oth lews- 
vob till be come and rain riębtoanſueſi upon them: thatis, Til 
be by the efficacy of bs almighty ſpirit make them à believing, 
ſandifped, obedient P goyle. * 


Zeph. 2. 2. 3+ Before the decree bring forth, before the day 
4 Pali as the chaffę, before the ficrce aoger of the Lord come upon 


you 
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(7) 
ov, before the day of the Lords anger came opon you, Seck 
2 the Lord, ſeck righteouſneſs, ſcek met kneſi: it may be you 
Mall be bid in the day of the Lordsanger. Epbraim at length 
found this to be good counſel, ler. 3 1.18. Thou haſt chaſtiſed me 
and | was chaſtiſed, turu thou me and I ſhall be turned ; Lord 
thou heſt made me to know ſorrow, to ſes and taſte the bitterneſs 
of affi.Rion; thou beſt take n away my bealch, my peace, my 
— things, O take away my fin too: make me to ſee and 
now that it is an evil and bitter thing that | have forſak:n thee. 
Thus the Pialmiſt in behalf of the Church, when het ſhadow was 
de ber hedges broken down, and the Boar oat of the For» 
reſt laid her waſte, P/al. go. for this be heſee ched the Lord thrice; 
with growing importunity and carnefineſs, [:ke one in an agony, | 
«ru #; gan, O God, ver. 4. , 
Turn us again O God of Hoſts, ver. 7. 
Turn ws again O Lord Godof Hoſts, ver. 19. 
Daniel mtutioneth it as matter of bitterack in the days of bis 
folemo moarving, that they had failed in this, Dax. . 1g. All 
ulis evil is come pon ui, yet made we not our Pr ayur before the 
Lord our God, that we might ture 7 our iniquities, and umder- 
| fland thy trutb, Tt is a lamentable thing, for a perſon or u pe- 
ple to be in great affl Sion, and yet make little of righteouſneſs: 
This is that King «4 bx, 3 Chron. 4 22. 
Reaſ. 1. May de taken from the great neceffity and pre 
cioas excellenev of righteouſneſs : | 
1. Its neceſſi y: Righteouſneſs is the one thing neceſſary. 
There is no living for us without it, Prov. 70. 2. Treaſures of wic- 
kedacſs pre fit nothing, but righteouſneſs delivereth from dea ib. 
As lob ſaid, we thay a 2. 1/1 be wicked wo be to me, Job a0. . 
for ſo ſaith God alſo, Iſai, 3 10. 11. Say to the righteons, that it 
ſhall be well, but wo wnto che wicked. The eyes of the Lord te 
upon the righteous, and his cars are open untortheir cry: bur the 
ſace of the Lord is againſt them that do evil, ot cut off their remem · 
braoce from the earth : Pſal. 34. 15. The wicked are men of ſor- 
rows and death, m ny ſorrows ſhall be to the wicked. If tbere- 
fare we be wick: o, no wonder though Blaſting and Mildew ,fick- 
neſs and Sword come upon us, | 
The worſt of miſeries belong to ſach, Pſal. 9. . The wicked 
ſhall be turned to Hell, with all the Nations that forget Ged. Aud 
B 2 n 
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it is not or parentage, or riches, or worldly bravery. lt is-- 
upt a —— godlineſs, « name to live, or ( erna Eccleſiaſtical , 

iviledges that can delia Nothing bat righteouſneſs will do. 
it, If we be qadlyia Chai Jeſos if we do rightoouſneſs and 
be righteous as fie is righteous : this, this will Rani us in ſiead 
in a Tre 38. , ber nou O Lord, I b. ſtecb thee, 
that L beve wathed before ther in truth, and wich a per felt beart, ana 
eve done that which.is goodin thy fight : on the other hand, what 
is the hope of the wicked? yet a little while and the wicked ſhall 
not be, thou ſhalt diligently conſider bis place and it ſhall not be, 
Pfal. 37. 10. What u neceſſity doth this Text put upon Right. . 
, 1. BeRighteous, or you will be nothing: yet & little while and 
2 the wicked ſpal not be. Such at take pleaſy.e in unrightcouſneſs 
52 drink io iniquity like water, are in their element when finning, 
live, walk, and love to live in the commiſſi on of known ſin, they 
are wicked, 2 Th:ſ.2. 12. aud ſuch ſhall periſh and conſuat away 
into ſmoke, Plal 37.20. 

2. Thou ſhak conſider his place, and ic hill not be. O the 
diſtaſte with which the holy God is carried againſt the wick ed. 
They are an abomination to him, bis curſe is in their bouſe, Prov · 3. 
33. che very place in which they live is curſed for their ſake, and 
in danger to be deſolate, Pſal. 107.35, When righteous Lot with. | 
his little company left Sodom, and few or none but wicked were | 
left there, you know what followed, Gen. 19. 24, 28. Then the .. | 
Lord rained wpou Sodom and Jom: rrab Bruomſlone and Fire from | 
LA the Lord out of Hegves, and lo, th: ſmoke of th: Country went up 
: 65 the ſmoke of @ furnace. Aud il ſeraſals e will not be inſt.uted 
 - antpRightcouſneſs, ſhe may expect to be deſolate, a land not 
; inhabited, Jer. 6. . | 
F 3 Alittletimebriogeth it to this; yet « litile while and the , 
wicked ſhell not br, The _—Yy of the wicked is ſhit, and the 
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I Joy of the Hypocrite for. a moment, Job 20, 5, 6. He ſhall flee a« 
G way #3 Dream, yet alittle while, and the graceleſs, uabelieving 


faacr is dawned, Mart 16, 16. Yet a little while and « prople 
having a form of Godlineſs, bat denying the power of it, will in 
likelyhood come to nothiog. - 
Moteover, Rigbtcouſneſz it an excelent thing, Prov. 12.26. the 
** righteous is mor; excellent they Lis neighbour, If God do per- 
ö EO | ſwade 
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wade you to imbrace and receive Jeſus Chriſt offered inthe Go · 
ſpel, to be your Lord and Saviour, fob, 1. 72. If your hearts be 
cle in and mingled nat with ary k1own fin, Mat. 5 . If yo 
choſc the way of Gods precepts, and walk in his fear, you ball be 
a Treaſere, Exod. 19.5. The excellent in the Earth, Plal. 16.3. 
But if wicked, you a-e little worth, Plal. 10. 20. Cbaff and droſs 
in God: account, and he will deal with you acc dingly, Pſa! 1.4 
The ungodly are not ſo; but are lite the choffe which the wind dri- 
verb away, Plal. 19. 119 Thou puſ teſt away all the wicked of 
the Earth like drofſs, therefore I love thy teſtimonics. Ves the 
wicked are fooliſh and ſimple, vile, and loathſom:, P.ov. 1, 22. 
Flow long je ſimple ones will ye love ſimplicity, 4nd fools hate know- 
ledge; '1 be fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in thy ſight, thou hate all worg- 
er of miquity, Pial. 4. a wicked man is loath ome, and cometh to 
ſhane, Prov.13.5.1tis well for the land wben ſuch ate kept down 
When the Righteous are in Authority he people rejoice, but 
when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn, Prov. 2g. 2. 
In a word our-perſons, our prayers, and all our worksare by God 
much, or little fet by, as wc have or want righteouſnels, Gen. 4. 
415. God bad reſpi& unto Abel and unto his off cr ing, Bat unto Cam 
and to bis offe ing, Goa ha 4 no reſpect. The Author to the He- 
brews tendreth the r-aſon of this, Heb. / Abel was righteous + 
but Cain wick d. The ſacrifice of the with:d i/ an un atio s 
10 the Lord, but: be frayer of the righteons is bas deligot. 
laſurther demonſtration of the excellency of Righteouſnchs, 
look upor it ia that one effect men:ioncd, /ſai: 3 2: 17: And the 
workout Rightecuſacls ſhall be peace, and tbe effect of Righ:e- 
oulaeſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for evetj: Grear peace bave they 
which Juve thy law, and nothing ſhall offend, Plal:119:165: Great 
peace, multiplicd peace: (1) Peace with God: (2) Peace at 
home, in their owa boſorm: (3) Perce with men. 
s Peace with God, Rom: 5:1: Being juſli fied by faith, we have 


. peace with God: The righteous God loveth Rightiouſneſ., his 


countenatice doth bebold the upright, Pſal: : 1:7: He and they are 
good friends ; bit ſecret is with tbe righteous, Prov: 3:32: But 
there is no peace tothe wicked, ſaith wy God: Vai g7:21: He i, 
fromthem, Proy:r5:29: and they may thark their own naughti- 
veſs ſot ii; He is the very God of peace, but the ungodliceſe, 
ad v igꝭteoulneſi of men K.ndleth bis wrath, Rom; 1;18; They 
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will not meerhim ia the thing that is right: And truly if Iſraet 
will none of him, Pſal: 41:1: None of his wiſdome to guid 
th m, bu. lean to their ownunderſtandiogs : None of his Aucho- 
-ricy to iule them, but wa'k in the way of their own hearts: None 
of hu goodneſs to ſatisfic them, but go to broken eiſterm, change 
him for husks , cara il conteatm-:nts:- Slight his faveur, deſpite 
his loving kindneſe, forget him, put away the remembrance of 
him, ſay to him, depart from us, we deſire abt the knowledge of 
c thy name, like oot cv retain him in their knowledge; hate the 
light, hold dowa the truth in vorighteouſnels ; love pleaſures 
| more than God; are ſtudious to beſeen of men, but careleſs to 
a be accepted of Jeb ovah; ſeek not kis-kingdome and tighte oui · | 
5 neſs, bat worldly things and to ſuit their ſences in the firſt: place: | 
do not love, fear and obey him as God, but in their hearts let up | 
another as their chief good; rob him, break in upon bis preroga» 
tive, profane his Sabbaths, call not apon his name, do bis work 
pegligently, not & they do their on carry their hearts with ' 
them when they go into their ſhops, and fields ; leave them be- | 
2 bind them hen they go to his houſe and worſnip; fight agaiat * | 
; him with his own goodneſs; turn the edge of his. kindneſs! ds; 1 
|  gainſt him, not ſerving him with j»yfulncſs and with gladueſi of 
beart in the abundance of all things, (hui as much as in them dy · 
eth) make his power and pro vidence, his boansy and cure to 
ſerve with their iniquities; no wonder though ou theſe tearms, 
the boly God will not be at p:ace wich them. f bow doft well 
ſhalt nos thou be accepted, Gen: t:: But theſe things are not well, 
they ace not right, they are iatquity, thete is no farracls, no equi · 
. tyin them: Wiſdome and truth will not, <©annot own tbem, 
: M.c:2:7: O than that art named 7<cob, is the pt of the Lord 
3 ſtrauencd, are theſe bis doings ? ne, no, let the wicked forſake bir | 
way, and tbe w1rigtteous his thoughts, let bim turn to the Lord. 
Waſh you, mate cu clean, put eway the e211 of your doings; ce dfſe vo 
do e vil, le ars to do well, ſeek Ie ment an God will red nb 
you, Iſai: x; 17,18: SEXES LIED 
| It is true, there is not a juſt war upon earth © thzt decth 
good aud ſin ne th not. The beſt at their beſt fall exccedir gly 
thoct of that love and obedience which the La v in its perfection 
requiceth: Bat yet the delibe ate fixed deſhe and dice of their 
hears; the ſe itled brot of theie endet vours is to be righteous, 
e Tſal: 
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Pſal. tog. 5, 30, 46 Oth1t my get were divefled to keep thy 
Patute;, Ibave cooſen the way of trath, thy ju ment ; bave 1 
laid before me, let my beart be ſound is thy Patuies, Plal;139:33. 24 

Search me O God,and know my lrart, try me and. kuow my tbougbts 
| and ſee if there be any wich 4 way in me, and trad me in the way. e- 

[ verlaſting. How caneſtly doth Paul in bis defires and end avcu's- 
reach after tighteouſaeſs, Phil. 3; 12,15: Nor as tbaug b | were al- 
| ready perſedt, But I foo after, reacting forth unto tdi things. 
thot e before. | . 
Now as a Father pittieth bis childe, ſo the Lord pittieih ctem 
that fear him, own«rh them weak, but kao veth they are not 
wicked, reckon-th chem a.cording to the better ( which ig, alſo 
the ting, prevailing ) put, and will ia time drive out tte other, 
accepteth them according to what they would and en do. They 
having agloriavs Advocate at his right hand, who mak:th their 
welfare his buſineſs, Ron :: 24. Who is he that conlemneth? it is 
Chriſt that died, yea rather, that is riſen agaio, who is even at 
the right hand ot God, Wo alſo maketh interceſſion for as. 
| It is bis wo: k, he is a!waycs at it, anticipating comp'a ut, up- 
| plyiag defects, an!wering for, and reftifying what is amiſs; fa 

| that as loog as Jeſus livetb, the pꝛace of (hz righteous (hal live 
allo, Fpb:2:14: He IS our peace. and as long as he IS. their 
peace u ul be. This mandoe:h the deed, Mich: 5:5; He holierh 
the Fatber and all the Saintsrogetber, ſorghat nothing can ſepa · 
nate them and the love of God, K:: Fbey are compleat 
injhim, Col. 2:20: ſo that being c ouidetedut what Chriſt hath 
done, and will do for and in the m, bebeld rhe: this nothing wants 
ing: but they are without ſpot or wiincle or: any fuch things 
Glory io Ged in the Higheſt, 

- 2 Peace at home, inward contentment and quicineſs: This 
& an other fruit of righreouſceſs, I/ai: 3 2: 17, 18; and the effect 
of righteouſneſs ſhall be quietn: ſs and aſſaraace ſor ever : It ij onc 
Of the woes of the wicked, to be like the troubled Sea, when it 
eanagt reſt, Iſai 57 20 la the fulacſs of his ſiffiziency to be in 
ſteaitt, / 2% 22 Sothat though be knoweth not weil what to 
f deſire mote, yet be is not contented, ft was wick zd Haas 

complaint, ben he had told his Friends of ths glory of his 
vehes, 814 the multitude of his children, ang all he things wgre 
| the King had promoted him, Eſizer 5 15 yet | this availety. 
7 ms. 
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me nothing. Whereas godlin: ſs in the vigorous lively c erciſe 
of it, leadeth the ſoul home to God the fountain of goocacls, in 
whom there is enough of that which is ad. quate avd very ſuit- 
able: Hence cometa ſatisfation, as with microw and fatneſs. 
Goilincſs with contentment is great gain, / Tim: 6:6. The 
Lord (hill ſaiisfie thy ſoul in drought, and make ſat thy bones aud 
thou ſhalt be like a watered garden, Iſai, 58 11. But the rebels 
lions dwell in a dry land, Pal. 68. 6. they fall ſhort of God in 

Ihriſt, who is all in all, and hence io the midſt of all their Ma- 
vings , indeed poſſeſs nothing. 

According to the method of the Goſpel, Grace prepareth the 
way to peace, Rom 1 7. 1 Cor. 1 3. Grace be unto yeu, and prace, 
No grace no true peace; not but that witked men ſ while carnal 

.contentments flow in upon them) may like Benbaded and his 
complices, / King. 20, 16 drink themſel ves drunk in their tents, 
and ruffle awhile : But it is not peace for all that, while Conſci- 
.encc is all:ep, they may be ſecute to their coſt: But God and an 
enlightacd, awakened Conſcience tbat ſpesketh after God, ſaith, 
Peact only to the Righteous, The truth is, when a wicked mans 
caſe is ſcarched to tbe botrome, he will be found not to be at 

with bimſelf, or on good terms with his own heart: To 
the wicked there 11 no peace, their own thoughts and bearts will 
fall out with them, accuſe and condemn them, in that day when 

God ſhall jodge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt, Kom. 2.1 5,16 

Savely be ſhall wot feel quietneſ: is bu belly, terro-s art pos bim, Job 

20 20 But mark the pirfe@® man, and beb:1d rhe upright, the end 

of that man i peate, Plal 37 37 It is God that zullen him, 
who is he that condemneth. As ſoon therefore as the temult is 

over, and the righteous man can hear what God ſaith, Pſal #5 #8 
his hearr will be quiet, and there is one anointed to preach glad- 

tidings to the meck, who will not fail in his traſt, in whoſe hand 
it is to ſpeak down all trouble, and create the ſiuu of the lips, 
pesce, Peace. | 

3 Outward proſperity, peace one with another, Iſai 32 17,78 

aud the work of righteouſneſs ſh ill be peace, and my pcople ſhall 

dyellio a p.aceable Habicatioo, anJ in ſure cwellings, and in 

qaiet teſtiag places: Unrigteoaſneſls is the great trouble of li- 

rae), and indeed the Achan of the world, 2 Chron 15 3, 4, x5 

Wen //ratl had forſaken the ut God, there was no peace to. 

| bim 
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him that went out, nor to him that came in, bat great vexations 
were upon all the Inhabitants of the countries, and Nation was 
deſtroyed of Nation, and City of City, for God did yex them 
with all adverſity. If God will vex a people they ſhill be ycx- 
ed. They therefore that vex bis Holy Spirit, ſhall have trouble 
enough. He can create datkneſs and evil for thenf: but if a 
ples wayes pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even their ene mies ta 

— peace with them, Prov. 76. 7. 3 | 

There are two happy «fects of the rain mentioned, Pſal. 49. 
9,10, It ſettleth the Earth, and inricheth the land, both theſe are 
eminently true of this ſpiritual rain, Iſai. 3. 6. and wiſdome and 
knowledge ſhall be the ſtability of thy times, and the fear of the 
Lord his treaſure. O how would a ſoaking ſhower of righte- 
oulneſs ſettle our ſhaking times, repair ourlofſes, and reſtore the 
years which the Caterpillars, the Sword, and the Mildew ha ve ta- 
ken from us. This would eſtabliſh Sion, and make it a ptaiſe ig 
the earth. We need not than fear our enemies, God weuld ſoon 
ſubdue them: this would alſo mend our peace one with another 
Uarighteouſneſs maketh a cy Iſai. 5. 7. He looked for judgement 
and bebold oppreſion, for rigbteouſne/s bat bebold à cry: the leſi 


' righteouſneſs the more complaining there will be ia likelibood gs 


movg us, and until we cin obey the truth in doing right each to 
other, is it to be expected that contention will ceale, Rom. 2. 5. 
To them that arc contenticus, and obey wot the trath, indignation 
and wrath. 

Reaſ. 2. Becauſe it is Gods prerogative to help in this caſe, 
Jer. 14.22. None of the gods of the Heathen can cauſe this rain, 
neither can the Heavens give it: Art not thow Hee O Lord our 
God, thert fort we will wait ow thee: Job 37.16, Doe ſ thou kno 
the balancing s of the Clouds, the wondrous works of bim which is 
perfect in knoxledge, Godlineſs is a great myſtery, 1 Tim. 18 
the feuada : ion of it is laid in hidden wiſdome, 1 Cor, 2 7. how 
great ard coftly a work is it to make a generation of ſnaers rigt- 
teous. lt is far es ſier to call in the treaſures of the ſnow, diſ- 
ſolve the ice, and renew the face of the cartd, then to make 
jug: mcnt dwell in the wilderoeſs, and righteouſneſs remain in 
the truitſul field, The d.fhi-ulties which ſye in the way of it 
taken from the ſtreagth of the law, and divine revenging juſtice 
the lub: ilty, pzwer and tage of tte Apeſta:e Angels, the woril} 
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tefs, trengtbleſs, dead eſtate in fins and treſpaſſes, in which we all 
lie naturally,arc even to am. z : ment. Hence until infinite pow- 
er ſet a work by ſree g ace, influenced with the merit of the pre- 
cious blood and obedience of the Son of God ſteppeth in, it will 
not be done, A maſſe of miracles meet together in it. The 
blind is made to ſee, the deaf to hear, the lepet is clean ſed, and 
the dead quickened. Eyb: 2. 1, 2. & 1: 1, 20. He that raiſed 
up the World out of nothing by the word of his pawer, muſt 
create ir, or it will not bez ycu archis workmanſh p created in 
| Chriſt Jeſas noto good works, Epb.2.10. Iſai 45.10. It is in the 
| ay of Gods power that ſinners are made willing to turn to Jeſus 
| heiſt, F ſal. 110. 3. and until that day cometh, Par, Apolcs 
4 and Cepbas are nothing. Chang:s of men, and gifts avail no!, 
þ | fer.7 25. Since the day that your fathers came out of Egypt unto 
bis day, I bave ſent unto you ell my ſeryants, the Prophet, rifing 
early and ſending, yet they bearkened not unto we, nor inclined thir 
car.. : . 
; . 2. Mercies melt not; Let faveur be ſhewed to the wicked, yet 
| will he not learnrighteouſneſs : * could have becu more io 
| this way then was done to feſero®, De ut 32.15. bat be grew 
worſe under oll. : | 
3. Corrections amend not 7. 5. 3. O Lord thou haſt ſmitten 
| tbem but they bave wot grieved, thou baſt conſumed them, but they 
' bave refuſed toreceive correction, Dan 9 13 all this is come upon 
us, but we have dot made cur Prayer before the Lord our. God, 
that we migbt turn from our iniquities; their captivity wis al- 
moſt ended, bat the work of righceouſneſs and relormation need- 
| ed to be begun. 
3. Becauſe the way which God in his wiſdome and good 
| pleaſure bath appointed fot us, to obtain his be)ping hand in this 
| | * weighty caſe, is to ſeeł bim, Mat 7.7. Ai and bave, ſeth and 
fin, Zech 10. 1 Aikye of the Lord rain in the timc of the latter 
| rain, ſo tbe Lord ſhall make bright Clouds, and give them ſbowers 
- | of rain. Bu: he will be enquired of by the houſe of [ſraclto do 
this for them, Exch 36:7: 
' 1 Not that God needeth to be told our indigeat ſtate; no, he 
k no weth us quite thorow, and found about, Pſal 139.1, 2, 4. 7. 
| 2 Ot tha: be is low to help: No, he is very pittiful, and of 
teu. let m:rcy, a, 5.11. ready to ſave, Iſai; 38:20. 1 
b 3 Or 
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3 Or that we can merit any good by our ſeeking and riving, 
Rom: g: 16: It is not of bim that willetb, or of bis that runneth, but 
of God that ſhewetb mercy, 

4 But he is minded that we in the ſence of our own weakneſs 
ſhould acknowledge bim in all our wayes, and be trained up in 4 
conftant dependance upon him, Proy: z: 5,6. . | 

5 This bonour alſo he is willing to pat upon man, to imploy 
and improve him as far as may be in working oat his own welfare 
Plbul:2:12,13. | 

The Vie that we ſhould make of whathath been ſaid, is to 


Exhort, and Perſwadeus to take the counſel given in the Text, 


Seek, we Fehovab until be come and rain righteouſneſs »pon : Till 
he make us a religious, godly, righteous people. That he would 


not only continu*, but powerfully influence the means of grace 


by his good ſpirit, for the turning of our hearts unte himſelf: 
that we may be a God-omnifying, Chriſt admiting, Sio-bating, 
Self-denying, W orld-deſpiſing People. | 

That the Vine brought from far and planted here, may ſtill 
retain its ancicot Nobility: even the ſame Spirit of Holineſs" 
which came after God into this Wilderneſs wben it was 4 land 


not ſowen. That we loſe not our firſt love, our firſt heavenly- 


mindedueis, out firſt purity, our firſt peaceableneſs, hamility and 
ſcrioalgeſs; bat may grow up in godlineſs and honeſty as thoſe 
to whom the Goſpel hath come, not in word only, but in powen, 
and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance : That we may not 
only name the name of Jeſus, but depart from all iniquity, and 


couverſe as becometh the Goſpel. The Lord God of our Fathers 


even the God of all grace ſay ſo too: Serk bim, O ſeek him, chat 
it may be thus: To perſwadc to this, | 
x Conſider whether it de not time to ſet k him oa this account; 
this argument is urged by the Prophet in the Text: dorh uot tꝰ 
{caſon ca'l aloud what think you, is it not time to ak this rain 
of God? | 
(1) Is not the old generation almoſt gone? when the old 
ſtock is ip at, unleſs Go4 viſit the Earth and water it, ſending a 
ſreſh ſupply, there is no living: what a critical day was it with 
Iſr acl ot old, when u ſbua and the Elders th at out- lived Iofbus 


aud all that Generation, which had ſcen all the great works of the 
Lord, were gathered unto their Fathers, ludges 2, 7, 10: and 
| C 2 
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Thi rain failing] there aroſe another generation that knew not 
Lily and then ho V ſoon did tbeir proſperity and welfare fail 
alſo. They did evil ia the ſight of the Lord, ang they forſook 
the Lord God of tbeir Fathers, and the anger of the Lord was 


hat ag11aſt Iſrael , Micb.7.1. Wot: ne, for I am / when they bare 
gathered the Summer fruits, as the grape gleaning: of the vint ge, 


there ii no cluſter, the good. man is periſh:d ; Time was, that good 
wen grew iu this land by cluſters, but cow bow thin Lord viſit 
tbe th, end water it. 
2. Doth not our I mourn for the went of this? how long 
ſhall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither for the 


wick:daefs of them that dwell therein, „er. 1 2. 2. How long ſha'l 
we be (mitten with Sickneſs, Drought, Caterpillars, Blaſting and 


Sword. How many Villages are already forſaken of their labs - 


bicants, their High wayes unoccupied ? bow many choſen young, 


men are fallen upon the high places of the field? how. many Wi- 
dos left ſolitary among u3, with their tears on their cheeks? how 
mony mothers. in //74el, weepiog for their children, and refuſe to 
be comforted? becauſe they are not: ſhall the ſword devour for, 
ever, ſhall it oot ſuffice? Is it not time therefore to ſeck righte- 
oyſaeſs, that deſolatioa and ſpail may come to an end. 

3. Hab not a great deal of coft and precivay pains been laid 
cut upon us, that we might (if p ſſi ble) be righteous? When 


the principal Wheat is caft ioro the Earth, and Seed time over, 


Rain will ſoon be needed, and if it come not, the Husband- man 
looketh out earn:Rly ; for alas, ell is gone if God ſend not rain. 
We hart been inſtantly preached to for a long time: eminent fa- 
your alſo bath been ſhewed us; what a long day of bounty ard 
patience have we enjoyed. At ſundry times alſo, and in diyers 
manners we have been afflicted, eſpecially in later years: now 
all all this be in vain? truly, if there come no rain, if God ſend 


not his ſpirit to water, word and Providences all will be loſt. And 


if we be preached to, but without profit, favoured but not taught 
righteouſneſs, chaſtened but dot amended, what ſhall we do in 

the end thereof? i 
If a man ſe tteth at a high Rent, and bath oo increaſe, but his 
crop faileth him year after year, be breaketh at the laſt : truly un- 
leſs the raiq cometh, and righteouſneſs ſpringeth up in the wilder- 
neſs, caoſideriog at whats Rent we ſe?, we cannot expect to held 
i long: to be barten under ſo much bounty, uncutilul notwith- 
9 | ſt.ocirg 


UM 


UMI 


— — — 


17 . 
fianding fo many corrections and fatherly chaſtiſem:n's: To 
have ſo many Sabhaths, Covoſels, InſtrrRions, Warnings, the la- 
bout sud lives of ſo many of Gods p.ecious ſervants ro anſwer 
for, will ſqrely fiok us at laſt, Iſa'. 5 4, 5. therefore wh © Heiaked that 
it ſkon'd hy leg forib grapes, hroug bt it forth wild grapes, 4 now 
go to, | tel you what | will . 0:0 my Finezard, | will take away 
the Hrdges thereof, and it ſhall be eatenyap ? 

2. Confid:r your ſelves who you are, and of what conſequence 
it is, that rig bt/onſaeſi br vai ted dyas on you 

Have you not Abraham to yew Father? are you not the off. 
ſpring of the rig 1cous, and will ycu degenerare in'or g firange 
plant? dare you continue witk-d? will you not be | ke yeur Fa. 


thers It is noted of N abal, I tam 25 3. that he was chu · lh, 


and evil in his doings, and he was of the heuſe of Caleb. Alas, 


tlas; of the houſe of Caleb; he was a mon of an other, of an cx: 


cellent ſpirit; what « fool and of the houſe of Caleb; à ſon of 
Belial and of the houſe of Cateb; On that ſuch a branch ſhouly 
ſpring cut of ſuch a Stock- Shall ibe faithſul City become an 
Harlot, it was ſull of judgement, rightcouſvcſs lodged iu it, now 
Mur therers, Iſai. 2 /. | : 


It was an »ggravation of their ſin, Idg. 2. 17. that they turned 


quickly cut of the way which their fathers walk-d in, obeying 
the commandments of the Lord ; but they did not SO; your Fa- 
thers were a humble, holy, obedient peop e, and will oor you be 
SO: your Fathers did Juttice and ſudg eme nt, sud will not ycu do 
SO: Your Fathers welk d with God, kept their ſeaſons of reti e- 

ent to their cloſets, to pray and ſer k God, do yi u do SO? yore 
Fathers called the Sabbath honourable, the NRoly of the Lord, and 
were conſcientionſly careful not to do their ou n wayes, nor fingde 
their own pleaſure, nor ſpe:k their own words,: are ycu for any 
manner of talk wben the Sabbath is come? do you ſay, wt at a 
wearineſs is it and account it the burthen of the Lord of Hoſt, 
did your Fathers do SO ? were the Sabbaths wonted to be ſpent in 
the houſes where ycu dwell as you ſpend them? ſhall the holy 
example of thoſe that have beaten the way to Sion befcre you, 
be of no account in your ey es, in & Land of uprightne's; will 
you deal unjuſtly and not betiold the Majeſty of the 1.0rd, i. 
26:10: Verily, we had need to ſeck the Lord till he come 8nd ram 


rightecuſneſs ou us, That when te ſha'l look into cur heuſei, Ye 
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mj not fay, what have I here ? It. 52. 5. Is this the bouſe of 
ſuch a precious godly min? are theſe his chi!d:en? is this the 
Nation that I githered out of the midſt of a Nation, with a 
mighiy hanJ, and a ſtretched ont arm? [s this the pcople for 
whoſe ſake | rebuked the Heathen, ſaying,( when the were few 
in number, and ſtrangers in the lend) Tonch not mive Anointed, 
do my Prophets no harm. Meie they a proud, idle, intemperate, 
unmorciſul Generation of men, were oot their faces ſet for Hea- 
ven, their language the language of Canaan? was not holineſs 
tothe Lord written on their wayes ? and will you be worldly and 
prophane, drink and ſwear, riot and be wanton, deride Religion; 
icoffe at the wayes or ſervants of God: O take heed,take heed, 
leſt the names you bear, the houſes you dwell in, the eſtates you 
inherit, the places you ſuſtain, riſe up in judgement agaiaſt you, 
and in:reaſe your condemnation at the laſt. | 

Believe it ſits; tis a dangerous, a very dangerous thing to for» 
ſake the wayes of truth and holineſs, when ſweetned, and in & 
eanner naturallized, by the practiſe and example of godly Pa- 
tents, 2 Cron. 21.12 and there came a writing to ſeboram from 
Elijab the Prophet, ſaying, Thu: ſaith the Lord Gad of David thy 
Father, b:cauſe thou baſt not walked in the wayes of ſ ebcſopbat thy 
Father, nor in the wayes of Aſa King of judab, fc. Bebold wit 
great Plague will the Lord (mite thy People, ana thy Children,and 
tby Wives, and all tby Goods; and thou ſhalt bave great fickaeſs 
by diſeaſe of iy bowels, until tby bowgls fad out, by reaſon of tbe 
þ: kneſs day by day. | | 
3. If God tain not righteouſneſs on you, it may be expected 
that he will tam ſomething elſe: Seck this gentle rain, that the 
ſtorm of bis wrath fall not on you, Pſal. 17. Upon the wicked be 
ſhall rain Snares, Fire, Brimſiore, and an borrible tempeſt, this 
mall be the portion of their cup. 3 

4. Weigh the advantage that cometh by rightecuſueſs, that is 
much every way; od line ſi is profitable for al, 1 Tim 4.8. baving 
the promi/es of this life, ayd bat which is to come: it will ſtand 
you inftead while you hen you dye, and to cternicy, 

(1.) While you, li 


| % 6. 33. Firſt ſeck the ws ng 
Goa, and bis righte 4 al tbeſe thing: ſbal be added: 
God give you r:.ghtegulaghwhe will give you all, Rom # 3 2. Pſal. 


47 27. Depart jrom evil and do guad, and dw for ever more, i.e; 
live 
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live as long as life is good, Ged doth not g'udge, but delight in 
the proſperity of the righteous, Pſal. z5. 27. 

(2.) When ye dye; the fling of death is ſir, when that is cut 
there is no danger. Hence Righteouſneſs deliveretb from death, 
the death of the righteous is ſcarce worthy the name of Death, 
Pſal. 22. 26. they ſhall praiſe the Lord that ſe k him, your hearg 
ſhall live for ever. Dcath (though aa enemy to nature ) ſhall 
thorough grace in jeſus Chriſt do them no harm, but ſu ther tt eir 
good and welfare, lifting them home to their Fathers houſe, 
where there is fulne/s of joy ana pleaſure ſor eyermore, Rev. 14 13- 
Bliſſed are the dead which dy in the Lord, that they may reſt from 
ther labours and their work» follow them. | 

(3. ) Righteouſneſs is profitable to eternity, Aft. 2 5. 46. 
Theſe ſhall go into everlaſting puniſhmen', but the rig hteot q into 

life eternal : God will never a dote ſh:wirg kindneſs to the godly 
Man. 

How many are tbe good waycs and the comfortable words 
which he hach ſpoken ccn:erniog ſuch. 

1. He loveth them dearly, and that the world ſhal! know be- 
fore all be done, lob. 17.23. T vat the world may Ke that thou 
bift lowed them as thou bat lowed me : he loveth to ſee their faces 
and tear their voice, Cent. 2. 4. when he ſpeaketh of tigbteom 
Noab, how doth he repeat his Name over and over, as il it were 
ſweet to him, and he loved to bave it in his mouth, Gen. 6. 4, 9. 
Noah was e juſt man and ger fed in bi; generation, and N vab wa- 

' ked with God, and Noab, & . why might not once naming of 
Noah have ſcrycd thorough ibat ſhort diſcourſe, but to declare 
that his name is ſweet. Moab, Noah, O Noah, I love Noah, 

' Noah is a godly man, a good, holy man: God hath ſet apart bim 
that is godly for himſelf, Yſal. 4. 3. When he mak th up his Jewels 

ten ſhall tetutu and ſee a difference, Mal. z. 17,18, 

2. God will bleſs them greatly, Fſal. 7. 12 For thou Lord wilt 
| 2 righteous with favour, wilt thou compaſs dim a with 4 
bela. | 
1. He will tak: care of their perſons, Pſal. :121.7,8. The Lord 
ſhall preſerve thee from all evil, he ſhal preſerve thy feu!, the Lord 
PA eſer de thy going ou:,and thy coming in, from thu time orb 

unde ven for evern.ore. | 

2. He will bleſs their ſubſtance: Tb: curſe cf tht Lord i , ” 
: e 


e 
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Louſe of the wicked, bus be bleſſeth tbe ba bit atios of the juſt, Pro v. 
3-33- Alittie that a rigb. vc man bath is beiter then the vic bo 
many wicked, Pſal. 37. 16. 
3. He will not forget their names, Pſal, 2. 6. Tee rig licous 
\ſhas be bad in everlaſting remembrance. 0 
4. He will ho» k:adnels to theit relations alſo, P/al. / 28.2, 
334. Bled us every one that fearetb rhe Lord, it ſhall be well 
wth tbec, thy wife (bal! bs as a fruit ul vine, thy childr en like olive 
plants; tbe ſeed of the righteous fhall be delivered, Prov. 11. 21, 
T be wercy of the Lord is from everlaſting io everlaſting, upos theas 
that fea bim, and bis righteouſneſs wato childrens childrens 
5. He will ſhiae on theit cadeavours, Pſa. 1. 3. Al that be 
dots ſball proſper, but one ſinner defiroyed much good: wicked 
Abab having a ſhare in Icboſaphats ſhips ſpoiled the voyage, 
L King 22 44,49. ' 
6. le will make them — Gen. 12. 2.1 will bleſi thee and 
t bon ſhalt be @ bleſſing. , If you be righteous many hall be the 
better for you: your counſel, your company, you. example will 
now — — = tongues hallbe as choice — ns 
your many, Prov. 10. 20, 21. your prayers ayai 
dots 5 lam. 5. 16. your fellowſhip 42 2 be deſirable; 
a a godly man is a companion for a Priace. Pſal. 119. 63. I am 
{ faith King David) a companion of all them that fear thee, and 
of them that keep thy preceztr, and good reaſon, for their fellowſip 


" 48 with the Fatber andthe Sor, 1 Joh. r. 3, He wthdrawetb nu 


bit eyes from thr righteous, bat with Kings ars they on the throne, 
Job 36.7. moreover righteouſneſs will advantage you for places 
. and imployment of crult, Neb 7. 2. Igaue my Brother Hanani 


charge oper [erwſalem, for be was a faithful man, and ſeared God 


above many. The integrity of Davids heace did greatly meliotate 
the skilfulneſs of his band, and was the main thing in Gods eye, 


. when he took bim from the ſheep-ſolds to be King in /ſrael, 


1 Sam 16 7. In a word, the only true foundation of univerſsl blei- 


- ſedneſs is laid ia righteoulne's, Prov. 10.25. As the whirl: wind 


* Ky 


4 


paſſech, ſo is tle wic ced zo more, but ibegightcous is ay everlaſting 

ion. i * 3 
Conſider the ſweet ard ioviting terms on which God 
endeth withus in this mutet, Mat 7.7 AK b. ve, Jam 1.3 
Han; man led w [dom Lit bim atk it of Cod, w! 9 givith ber ali to 
| to 
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to all, 2nd ic ſhall be given him, Luk. 11 1 3. How much mo: ; ſhaft 
your heaven Aaiker give bs Holy Spirit to thoje that atk, | 

Queſt, But bow way we ſo ſeck God 41 Is find bum, ana 8 ſupply 
of rig bteouſaeſ, from 1255 

Anſw. 1. Seek him heartily and ſincerely, 1ſai. 26 g. With 
my ſoul bave I deſired thee in tbe night ſeaſon, with my ſpirit with- 
in me will l ſeek thee, Jer:29. 3. And ye ſhall ſeek me und fi ad me, 
when you ſhall ſeareb for me withal your beart. God will not be 
mocked in any caſe, much leſs in this which is of ſuch high im- 
pottance. It was [/rasl: folly of old, Pſal.z8. 36. 37. when be 
fl:w them theo they ſought him, they cnquired early after God, 
eycrtheleſs they did flatter him with their meuth: they lyed 
unto him with Theic tongues: take we heed leaſt we fail bere. 
Ic is time to make righteouſaeſs out deſign, to Preach for this, 
Pray for this, Hear for this ſincetely, beartily; leaſt while id 
ſhew we ſeck «his, but with our hearts go after other things, we 
loſe this and other things too, Mar. 6. 33. "cr. pb tboſe that 
bung er and thirſt after righteouſneſi': Tor fuch will be b 
complement,and ſeek iu truth. f 

3. Seek ſeaſonably, early, ſpeedily, 2 Cor: 6; 2. Bebo/d now 
is the accepred time, bebold now it the day of ſai vation ; to day if 
you will bear bus voice bar den not your bearts; © Loſe not — day, 
while — calleth, while his (Eg — . we y 
while you have liberty, means, 2 ages out 0 
— decree come forth, ſec k — — the Clou qs 
return aſter rain; leaſt your Sabbaths be age turned into deyts 
of labour, aud weatineſi, baz1rd and hardfhip:” leſt inflead of 
the voice of the Turtle, you have the noile of Wei, leaſt you 


come too late to be accepted, No: 1 4:6,77 The Spitit of Gad 
tore earneftly by Joſhua and Caleb id peiſwade Fſror! togoſor- 
* ward, but in vain, for ln their fowaldneſt and ft, they fer op 


their ſpirits, and would adt hear ken; 


W herefore in the 2$: and 29: verſes, God giveth forth bis des 
cree, At truly as | live, faith the Lord, a: ye baveſpokew in mine 


ect, ſe will Ido to you, your cart aſes ſhall fall tn tbe wilaertoſi: after 
mourned 


this they changed their mind, ver: 39, 4% The -Propte 


' greatly, and thiy poſe ap early jn the irmmę, und gat thew wp into 
bs top of the mountain, ſayiog, Lo wo be bere,, and we will go up 
unte the place which the Lord ba 


th promiſ d: but their motion 
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take not. Though they toſe eatly, though they mou raed, and. 
went up to the mountain. 
Obj. But bath not God ſaid that theſe that ſie k bis early ſhall. 

find bw, Prav. 2 | 

A. True: but mans eatly is many times Gods late, Prov. 1.28 

Becauſe I bave called, and ye refuſes, I bave ftretchid out my band 
and no man regarded, but ye bars ſet at nought al my counſel, and 

would none of my reproof : I alſo will laugh at your cala muiy, they 
ſhell ſeek me earty but they ſhall no: find me. h 

3. Seek him eatne lily: Seek firſt the kingdome of God and. 
his righteouſneſs, with that intention and height of deſires, which 

becometh the worth, excellency and neceflity of the thing fought. 
Righteouſneſs is the principal thing life is io it: win it and you 
win all, miſs it and all is loſt ; O therefore ſeck imporranicely, 
not only with your hearts ſigcerely, but with al your bearts ſtrong- 
ly, Warm yoar ſpiri:s with the conſideration forementioned, 
rcallize them, mix wich faith, meditate much on them, that 
you — — ſuitably raiſed in your deſires and cudeav un after 

is. 


4. Seek him bumbly, with a heart broken down and abaſed in 
the ſcoce of fin and miſery, weakneſs and unworthincſs. The 
ſacrifices of God are a brokco ſpirit, a broken and a contri'e heart 
be will nct deſpiſe, Plal. 5 . 172. He forgettb not the cry of the 
buzble, Plal g 12. hut until our fallow ground be broken up, it 
will aot be Gods time, to come and rain. righteouſncſs upon us, 
In behoveth us the:efore, toremember the WotmwWood ad the 

—— — within us: to ſit alone and 
pat out mouths in the duſt, if there may be hope for us, accept- 
ing the puniſhment. of our iniquity: for. our defi:uction is of 
Aut Iclyes, our own ſward hai devoured our children: we have 
procured theſe things unto out ſclves.; bag our belp is not in 
aur own hand. Beit that ete mal ſalvation, the welfare of our 
whole man, the preſarvation 4. Ah our lives, 2 
ones, aut peace, our liberty epend upon our upfained 
Cura:ng to God in Cheift, and being righteons; yet this is whol)y 
beyond our power, we have no might for it, Turn thou me, Jer, 
34.18. herein appearcth the Metcbedaeſs of a natural man, 
Should God paſs by all former provocations, and ſay to him, do 
t this one thing anJ pl! ſhyl] be well, love che ſountain of good. 
a neſs 
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neſs, who is alſo thy life : although nothing can be more rational 
thea this, yet he u uato nothing more impotent and averſe, Rom. 
4.7. The carxal mind is enmity unto God, is not ſubjef nor can 
it be. 

Moreover we cannot deſerve that God ſhould turn us, we are 
-ungodly and enemies es well as without Sreogth, Rom. . 6, 10. 
If chereſore after many other judgements which have come upon 
us for our ſins, God ſhould now give us up to a blind mind, and a 
bard heart, fill us with our own devices, lea ve us to a reprobare 
ſcace, make the heavens over us to be braſs, command the clouds 
that they rain not oo us, withbold his free ſpirit, ſend a dry wind 
not to fan, vor to purge, but to blaſt all means, making his word 
and ordinances, changes of mercy and affliction to be a ſayour of 
death anto death. He would be rightecus, tis ttue, without 
rightcouſneſs we periſh, It is as true that nothing but infinite 
grace, workirg without, yea agaioſt deſerts of ours can make us 
righteous. When therefore we pray for righteouſnck, we may 
well take Davids words, Pſal. ) i. Have mercy upou u O God 
of our rig bteouſurſi, and bear our prayer. 

5- Seek him believingly, with a boly dependance upon the 
mercy, power, truth and faithfulneſs of Godin Jeſus Chriſt, Re- 
me nber /ames His BUT, n 1.6, But let bim ah in Faith. 
(.) Our ſins are indeed many, and our iniquities very great 
bu: there is merit enough ia the blood of Jeſus to redeem them 
from all, . Job. 7. 5. 

( 2. ) Though all means are of tt emſelves, weak, and utter- 
ly inſufficieat to ſubdue our corrupt and rebellious wills, yet with 
tbe Lord Jchovah there is eyerl>ſtiog ſtrengtb; if be will he can 
convince, enlighten, humble, perſwade, ſanCifie, quicken and 
enlarge uncontrole ably, when he will work none can let. It is 
rothing with him to ſave, 2 CV. 14.11. 

(3 ) You have the countenance of Gods command to encru- 
rage in going to him for righteouſacſs : ſo the Text befcre us: 
thus Zepb. 2. 2. Seek rigbt:ouſneſs, MA. t. 6. . oc let us improve 


this word, not only td a we conſcience, but to ſtrengihen and an- 


nimate faith, Afark 1. 49. Be of gcod ccm ſort, ari e, be caleib 
ther. ; , 

( 4+ ) You have the ſhadow of the promiſe to ſit in and wait 
Luk 11 1 ;, how much more will he give his Sp tit to them that 


' a. K hir D 2 5 Cu- 
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| ('s.) Conſider the example of poor needy ſinnete that have 
one before you: What happy #ekcorne found Ehr am, Jer. 3x 
19 ſurely | have hratd Fran b ding himſelf thus, Thou 
haſt cboſtiſed me and 1 was cbaſ ſtd, irn thou me and | ſhall be 
qurned, li Epbraies my dear childe? It is unto God a moſt accep. 
table requeſt,to ask of him the rain of rightcoaſneſs: He had 
rather we ſhould ſeck him for che meat which et dureih to etet- 
nal life than for tbat which periſheth. 
* Let it be is bim for anam anda praiſe for ever, Oh the depth 
ol the tiches of the wiſdome and love of God, who knowing 
our frame, and how eager we are, in our purluit of inferiour 
thiegs, m2keth a bait of them, where with to draw us to him ſor 
ſach as are infinitely bettet, even i Kingdome and Rig hteouſn:ſ, 
Mat. 6. 33. ö : 
6. Seek him nnanimouſly : The ficeſs lietb here, therefore 
life tegetber. We in Neu- Eagland wet poor and an affl ted 
eople : It is not for u to rejoice with otber Nations in our oume 
. Ber or our ſtrength; but that mattereth not, if God be with us 
ve ſhall do well enough, notwithſtanding our poverty, our litile- 
neſe, and mean ontward eſla e. Paſtexp:ricoce proclaimeth it, 
that out haz ar ij lieth not in theſe thing. If the mum tion cf 
Rocks be ourdeſence we are ſafe: Can we deſite greater ſerenity 
| peace, and ſafety, then we haveirjoycd in years paſt. felonab⸗ 
arm is not ſhortened, there is oo ſhadow of turning with him; 
If we be righteous he will love us, and we (hall dwelt ſafely by 
bis ſide. If any thing undoe as it will be fin, our ua: igh:eouſat fs 
our want of the fear of God, our want of love to jeſus Chriſt, 
. our forſaking the fountain of liying waters, our uadutiſul and 
provoking carriage to the Angel that leadeth us by the way: but 
if righteouſneſs be rained on us alt will be well. It is enougb, 
O qparoyy let every one put in for that with all the ſtrength be 
Call make. | | 
1. Fathers, Ancient Chtiſtia u, yee have been at tte _begio- 
ning of the work of God inthis Country, and you ate greatly | 
concerned inthe progreſs of it: loſe not the things ye have 
wrooght, for which ye have prayed, and wept, andtravel'ed, and 
ventured ſo. much: you have in ſome meaſure expeticnced the 
worth of Righteouſneſs, labour as for life that it may liv: when. 
yon ate dead: cui Glaſs is even out, you are almoſt at home, 
wo | | ſuen glhen 
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ſcrengtben che ſeeble lues, brighten your cx:mp'e; ſhine in the 
fear of God, ſet not your ſun ga down in a cloud, your prayers 
aveil very much, O ſp ak again unto God (or this poor land 
— which yc u ſojo arne, leaſt ho bring evil upon it by ſlaying your 

ns. ; , . 

2. Young men, ye ate ſtrong, let not fig overcome. you; coaſi · 
der the price that is in your hands; Religion priviledged as ſomc- 
times it ha:h betm and thorough grace till is in this Lund, is, a 
coltly Leg:cy, teke heed you do not forfeit it: let got the feat 
of God dye avlong #3 you live: (hill it be ſaid intime to come, 
that godlioeſi dwelt in the land until you aroſe, but then failed ; 
ſhall tbis ruine be under your hand; O ſerk, the Lord til be com. 
and rain righteouſneſs onyon. a 

3. Ve Maſters of Familics, will not you and your bouſes ſerve 
the Lord? ſurely it is time for you to (ec K him alſo: The ſcun- 
dation of all ſocietics is laid in families; you. thereſore who are 
Leaders in them, and ba ve the fiſt ſeaſi ning of young ones had. 
need look to your ſelves. If the Foundations be deſtroyed, what, 
can the rightcous do ? If the Springs be cortupt what will tbe 

Streams be: conſider tte gie a t uſt which God hit committed 
to you, and command your children and Houſhold after you to 
keepthe way of the Lord, to do juſtice and judgement, that the 
Lord may bring upon them that which he bath ſpoken ol. the 
righteous: ſee that your cx imple be good, that :Buſe'who come 
alter you, and tread in your ſteps may wa'k ſafely. Let rot your 
vain converſation be a ftumbling-block in the way to Heaven, 

leaſt your children riſc op and call you curſed at the Jaft, for the ut; 
religion and prophaneſs which you have ranght them. 

$+ Ye hcuſc of Agron, this matter belongeth in a ſpecial maa- 
ei unto you; Ye are the Lords Miniſters, O weep betwirt. 
the Porch and the Altar, and ſay, Rain down Rigbteouſueſi on thy 
People Lord; and give not thine Heritage 10 repro4;b; wherefrs 
ſhould the Heathen ſay, where is their God? | | 

It is your Office to teach facob Gods Judgments, and Ira 
his Law : Tak: heed therefore to the Miniſtry which ye tave te- 

ccived in the Lord that ye ſu fil it. Preach Righteouſneſ :o 
your Congte g tions, plainly declare and powerfully p eſs that 
Grace of God which briogeth Salvation: Mk: it y ur 
wok to watch for Souls, 8 thoſe that malt give an accc unt: 
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Be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, 

wi:h all long. ſuffering and doCrigg.” Scke your Sermons in 

. Þ aye", print them io your pt and ccuvetſation. Follow 

the c imple of the Baptiſt, who was the vice of ove cryins in 

tbe wilderneſs, Joh. 1. 23. (all voice) his word and his works, 

hi language and bis life ſpake this, mage ſtrait the way of the 
Lord, go ye, aud do likewiſe. 

5. Yealſo ho are Judges inthe Land, the Lord make you 
bigher then the reſt of the people from the ſhoulders an j upward 
in wiſdome aad holineſs: the Lord give you an open mouth for 
righteouſneſs, Prov, 31. 8,9. Let yoar eyes be upon the righteous 
in the Land to encourage them, promote Religion, bear up « 
gaaft fin, ſuppreſs iniquity; put life into your woolſome Laws 
dy vigaromex:cution; thus do in the fear of the Lord laichfully, 
and with a perſect heart. Be it that the Battcl is againſt you 
before and behind, yet be of good courage and play the men for 
your people, and for the Cities of our God, and the Lou do 
what ſeechkth him good. © 

7. Seek bim petſe veringly, minde the laiguage of the Text 
Scet 16 Lord (until) be come; then ſhall we know if ye follow 
on to know the Lord, Hof. 6. 2. pray alwayes with this prayer, 
aud do not faint, L1k, 18.1, ye therefore which make meation 
of che name of the Lord, give him no teſt till he ta down vigi-* 
teouſneſs on the land. Tg 

To Conclude, Seek God by all means, in all hig own wayecs : 

s. Maintain a high eftecm of the Word * of 

God: wo be to you if your ſouls loathe the Maha, or callita 


light food 
2 Take heed you be not overcharged with the love ol the 
world, and the cares of this life, theſe the Word. Be 


cloathed with the Sun, and let the Moon be Ufder your ſcet. 

3. Study the method of converſion held forth in tbe Word and 
fallio with the good ſpirit of God breathiog in the ſame, to the 
wonderment of men and Angels, life and immortality are come 
to light, chorough the Goſpel. There is a ſure way to fave 
ſinners opened toort ugh Jeſas Chriſt : admice it, ſtudy ir, labcuc 
to kao it: ſet your hearts to it, aud follow it: let wiſdome en- 

ter, an und :rſtanding be pleaſant : love the light, but on a hum. 
ble teachable frame of ſpirit, entertain conviction kindly : Be 
content 
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content to know the worſt of fie, look upon ie ia that peculiar, 
direct oppoficion-in which it ſtendeih to the wiſdome and good- 
7 nefs, au: hority and bliſs of in the c mand: ſee it in 
; its lad effects; the endof-thele thirgs is death. Behold it 
{ thorough the bloody glaſs of Chrifts tuff:rings ; look on it f.om 
| a death · bed, and as it will lo: on you at the laſt. Give that ho- 
| nc ur to God, to believe that he hath good reaſon ſot all that he 
| bath ſaid againſt ſia iv his word, conclading that at I:ogrh fia 

will prove to be as he nath ſpoken, and if God and = can be 

of ode mind about ſin, the great diſſicu ty is over Fall in love 
with Jcſus Chriſt, let him have a name in your bearrs above eveiy | 
name that is named in this world ot that which is to come, Cant. | 
| 5. 10,16. Hate all the pleaſures of ſin, let all external priviledges, 
perſonal performances, and worldly imploym:nts, be dung ard 
droſs in compariſon of winning him, and being ſe uad of God 
io him. Do duty with conſcicnꝰ ius care and diligænse, tut ſay 
not to the works of your own han , Te are our Gods. Go not 
about tocftabliſh a uſneſs of your own, but ſub nit; our 
lelves to the rg th of God. Alrabam eu d by cg 
ence that the Hand · maid taken into Sar ab place — with 
her great vc Xation, inlomuch that at length. he was put upon, it w 
| caſt her and her Son quite ont of doors. 

But leaſt l be tedious let me ſhut up all with this word: 

Be not diſcouraged : To the Lord belongeth rightcouſneſs and x 

ſalvation, altkoughto us confuſion of face. The reſidue ot the 
Spirit is with him, who knoweth but he may retura and make bis 
work appear to his ſervants, and his glory to their child-en? ſeru- | 
ſalem was gte atly falleo, [ſai. 1. 27. wheaof a fairKful City (he al 
was become a Harlot, and from being full of righteoa(neſs aud 
judgement to be full of Murtherers : But God hifted ber up a 
gain, Per. 21.23. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God Iſrael, 
a1 yet they ſhall w/e tis ſpeech in the land of 7udab,and is the Cities 

* #bereof, The Lord ble/ thee O habitation of juſifce,. and mountain | 
of bolineſs, He cas ſtrengthen the things that temain, which are | 
rea Jy to dye. 

There was a time mentioned, - Mark . 14, 15. in which 
Chriſt beiog withdrawn to the mount, bis Diſciples were bard 
2 it below. The poor mn broaght to them his Son wh ch 

a dumb Spirit, but they could not caſt him out, at leogtd Jeſus 
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